
 1 

 

May 24, 2018 
Volume   9 

Algonkian Elementary 
20196 Carter Court ▪ Sterling, Virginia 20165  

▪ Telephone 571.434.3240   Fax 703.444.1917  

▪ Absentee Line 571.434.3241 

website: http://www.lcps.org/algonkian                                           

Principal:  Mr. Brian Blubaugh                  Bookkeeper:  Mrs. Gayle Cowden                                    

Assistant Principal:  Ms. Karen Shields    Attendance Secretary:  Mrs. Gail Farrar 

Principal Update 

DEAR ALGONKIAN PARENTS,  

I want to thank all of our parents for your support this year, it is truly 
a privilege to be principal at Algonkian Elementary. Our teachers and 
staff worked hard at using instructional strategies to meet the needs 
of our students. Due to the results of our instruction our school has 
been identified to be a personalized learning school. Teachers will be 
provided professional development on how to personalize the     
learning for all of our students. I will present at our September PTA    
meeting on personalized learning and what that will look like at    
Algonkian.  

Algonkian is receiving new devices next year as part of the LCPS 
technology refresh cycle.  All students in grades third through fifth 
will receive a device from LCPS to use at school and at home. We will 
have information for parents at Back to School Night and at our first 
PTA meeting about the device your child will be receiving. Students 
will be responsible for their device, taking care of it and making sure 
it is charged at home. Kindergarten through second grade             
classrooms will receive 5 Ipads and 5 chromebooks per class. We will 
use previously purchased Ipads and chromebooks to use in those 
grade levels as well.  

I encourage parents of all grade levels to join us on the last day of 
school to clap out our 5th grade students. I would like the entire  
hallways lined with parents as we send our 5th grade students off to 
middle school.  

This summer Ms. Mason and Ms. Saraceno our reading                  
specialists, will be doing a reading incentive. Information will come 
out about the requirements. If students meet the requirements they 
can return their form to the school over the summer and we will have 
a popsicle for them. It is called ‘Pop in for a Popsicle”. 

Have a great summer! 

Brian Blubaugh   Principal 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

 

5/30 KG spring open house 

6/6 Ms. Crew retirement         

 celebration ( 3pm library) 

6/7 Field Day 

6/11 5th grade picnic 

6/11 5th grade promotion         

 ceremony 

6/13 Last day of school 

6/13 End of the year clap out 2:15 

  

  

 

Assistance Notice 

If, due to a disability, you need assistance to 

enable you to participate meaningfully in any of 

our school programs, please contact Ms. Karen 

Shields, Assistant Principal, at        571-434-3240 

at least five working days prior to the activity. 

http://www.lcps.org/algonkian
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Dear Algonkian Families,  

 It’s that time of year again.  New year, new you (well, for 

some of you it’s a continuation of the awesome you that you 

already are!)  One of my goals is to consistently try to inspire a 

healthy lifestyle with our students. I know that with each new 

year, I come up with a new challenge for myself. Due to my 

medical history and surgeries on my leg, participating in several 

5Ks last year didn’t end up working out, however, it didn’t mean I 

gave up and stopped trying.   With my puppy in tow, we get 

outside to get fresh air and some movement every day.  I know 

many of you enjoyed participating in the races last year and I 

want to encourage you to continue to train and participate in our 

2nd annual Triple Crown. I am hopeful our Algonkian Families will 

come join us on this journey.  

Sincerely, 

Miss Shields 

 

 

ALGONKIAN 
TRIPLE 
CROWN 

 

The Algonkian Triple Crown 

Racing Series will be awarded 

to any student who completes 

all 3 racing events. Students 

earning the Algonkian Triple 

Crown will receive an awesome 

prize in May! 
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Technology Updates 
 
Thank you to the 5

th
 grade parents that sent in     

pictures for the end of year slide show. I am 
working on it as you read this. If you have not 
yet sent in ONE picture of your child from an 
earlier grade level. There are only a few days 
before I will stop taking photos. Please send 
images via email to me at: 
pauline.burkett@lcps.org. Thanks! 

 

Remember to look at grade level    

weblinks for all your SOL review needs. Look 

for the SOL schedule on the Algonkian 

webpage in green, under upcoming Events. 

Thank you so much for thinking of the         
Computer Lab for Teacher Appreciation Week!  
 
Next year will be some exciting news in the        
technology world at Algonkian. We will be           
continuing our focus on good digital citizenship 
skills and being safe while using technology 
for learning.  
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“The difference between the impossible and the possible lies in a person’s  

determination. “ 
 

Tommy Lasorda-Baseball Coach 

 

Dear Algonkian Parents, 

 

Field Day is almost here and we hope that you are as excited about it as we are.  Below is the information 
about Field Day dates and times.   

 

                                                                                                                                                                                        

Thursday June 7th -     8:30 am – 11:00 am (Third, Fourth, and Fifth Grades )                       

                                              12:00 pm -  2:00  ( Kindergarten, First, and Second Grades) 

 

 

 

There will be various water activities at Field Day and students should  dress accordingly. 
Sneakers are required.  

 

 

Rain date is Friday, June 8th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have thoroughly enjoyed working with all Algonkian students in Physical Education this school year!! 

 

 Have a great summer!                     

                                                                 

 

Joe Terango and Nick Peters                                                   
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Donations: 
Hello parents, family, and friends!!! Each year we use a plethora of supplies to create a 

variety of unique works. Many of the supplies we use are recycled materials that families 

from the community donate. If you have any of the follow that you can donate it would 

be much appreciated. (You can donate over the summer) 

 

We Need: LEGOS!!!!!!, Baby Wipes, Small Paper Plates, Tape: 

Masking, Transparent, and Double sided, Sandwich and Gallon 

Size Bags, Dish Soap,  

Paper Ephemera: Old Decks of cards, Old Postal Stamps,    

Scrapbook paper, Maps, Phone books, Colored Tissue Paper,          

Cardstock, Ticket Stubs, Paper Doilies,  

Scrap Booking Materials, etc. 

 

 

 

Lessons: 
The students in art are making fantastic masterpieces inspired by many 

amazing cultures, artists, movements, and stories. Here is a synopsis 

of what each grade is creating in May and June: 

 

-Kindergarten are creating :  Lollipops and Monet Waterlilies 

-First Grade are creating: Art History Eggs and Rabbit Holes 

-Second Grade are creating: Masterpiece Museums and Egyptian Pyramid 

-Third Grade are creating: Gnome Portraits and Paul Klee Skylines 

-Fourth Grade are creating: Butterfly Seed Paper and Greek Coins 

-Fifth Grade are creating: Autism Puzzles and Art Teaching Career Lesson 

  

Follow Algonkian  

On Twitter 

@ALG_LCPS 
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School Improvement 

Plan 

School Improvement 
Plan (SIP) has been    
developed for  
Algonkian Elementary 
by staff and our          
leadership team.         
Annually, we review 
and revise our plan 
based on the data we 
receive. Our School 
Improvement Plan is 
available on our school 
website:  
 
 
 
 
 
We have several con-

sumable materials that 

we regularly use in music 

each year that are not 

included in instructional 

budgets.  Any donations 

of the following items are 

greatly appreciated: AA 

batteries, 24 count indi-

vidual packs of Crayola 

crayons, tissues, paper 

towels, and pencils.  Stu-

dents can drop these 

items either in the music 

mailbox or in the music 

room.  Thank you in ad-

vance! 

Miss Smith & Ms. Comrie 
Exciting things are happening here at Algonkian: 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 

March Music in Our Schools Month activities!! 

5
th

 Grade 

Fifth grade students are finishing their recorder unit and moving on to playing the ukule-

le when they are done. Also, this month they are working on their DARE song and the 

songs for the Promotion ceremony.   

4
th

 Grade 

Fourth graders have been working hard learning to play the recorder and are doing 

quite well.  They have a few more songs to learn until we wrap up our unit.  Just anoth-

er reminder that if your child does not bring his or her recorder to class three or more 

times it will result in a lowered grade.  Once they finish with their recorder unit we will 

be playing the ukulele the rest of the year.  

3
rd

 Grade 

Third graders did a fantastic job with their musical, “Dig It!”  Thank you so much for your 

flexibility with the date change!!  The rest of this month will be spent working on learning 

the names of the notes on the treble clef and playing the ukulele.  

2
nd

 Grade 

Second graders have been working on identifying the elemental form of songs, working 

with rhythm patterns, and naming notes on the treble clef.  We will be learning how to 

hold and strum the ukulele for the rest of the year.   

1
st

 Grade 

First graders have been working on rhythms, singing songs, creating movements, and 

identifying the lines and spaces on the treble clef.  We will continue with these activities 

as well as an introduction to the ukulele for the rest of the year.  

Kindergarten 

Kindergarten students are almost finished with their “On the Farm” unit. They have 

done many activities using speech, movement, singing, and playing instruments that 

revolve around the new animal of the week!  Our culminating activity will be all about 

the farm and all the animals we met during the 4
th
 quarter.  

 

Ms. Comrie and Miss Smith have truly enjoyed teaching your children this year 

and hope you have a safe and happy summer!! See you next year! J  

 

 

 

 

Music  
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Susan Smith 

Parent Liaison 
 
 
Happy May everyone!  With the transition into warmer weather comes the             
overabundance of Lost & Found items.  We have a wide variety of items; hoodies, 
coats, hats, light weight jackets and books.  Over the next few weeks please ask your 
students to check the Lost & Found and if you happen to be in school, please stop by.  
All items left at the end of the school year will be donated. 
 
I would like to thank our generous Bobcat families for all the clothing donations    
during the month of April.  We gathered the donations from all the schools in our 
cluster and had a free clothing distribution event at River Bend on May 5th.  We      
distributed ¾’s of what we had with the rest going to a local charity.  Thanks again for 
supporting our community in need by participating in this donation drive. 
 
The Lions Club Gift of Sight donation drive is ending soon.  If you have used   
glasses or frames please drop them in the donation box in the school lobby.  The box 
will be out until the end of May. 
 
I will be returning to Algonkian Elementary in August and will have access to email 
all summer.  If you have any questions or concerns about the upcoming school year 
please send me an email.   
 
Enjoy the warm weather and have a safe and relaxing summer! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ALGONKIAN EQUITY COMMITTEE 

The Equity Committee is here to serve our Bobcat family by ensuring that our instruction and 
interaction with students, staff and families is equitable.  We monitor activities, programs and 
projects to make sure they are relevant, diverse and support and represent all of our students 
and staff here at Algonkian Elementary School.  The Committee welcomes parental/guardian 
participation and if you have an interest in attending the next open meeting or have questions, 
concerns or comments, please contact either Theresa Ryan, Counselor or Susan Smith, Parent 
Liaison.   
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Lines from the Library –Ms. Devinney 

May 

 

All library books will be due June 1st this year!  

Students who return all their library books (or pay for missing books)  

before the last library class will be given a library recess, please help your 

children return their books each week.  

Last summer Algonkian had the highest percentage of students sign up 

for the Summer Reading Program at Cascades Public Library – we won a 

big trophy which was presented in the fall and is in the library. Let’s see if 

we can win again this summer! 

The Summer Reading Program will begin June 14th.  

Cascades Public Library will come present information to the students on 

the Summer Reading program sign your children up at the library June 

14th and get ready to ROCK! 
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SEARCH June Newsletter-Ms. Peterson 

Long Summer Days 

As parents face the prospect of all those long weeks of summer, it's hard to imagine just how to fill the time with              

educational, safe, meaningful, fun activities.  It's not impossible, but it does take a bit of planning and ingenuity.  Here are 

a few ideas to get you started making this a great summer for you AND your children. 

Create an art space in your home:  This isn't hard.  Buy a few inexpensive art supplies and set aside a place in a corner 

of a room where your child can work.  If something in particular seems to interest your child, then you can buy more of 

that supply.  Have your child make definite plans for his art.  Does he want to make cards to send to relatives?  Does he 

want to make a series of prints to decorate his room?  Does he want to have an art show (maybe just for visiting family)?  

Art should have an audience, so make a plan and display the art in meaningful ways. 

Become a photojournalist:  Give your child an older camera you no longer use to create a photo journal centering on a 

topic of interest to the child.  Help your child make a slide show (Power Point) to show to others in the neighborhood or 

family. 

Develop spelling lists centered on summer activities. How about giving your child a spelling list of all the places you'll 

visit this summer?  For each place, make a list of words that pertain to that place.  Going to the shore? Include words such 

as wharf or crustacean.  Heading for the mountains?  Think about pinnacle or sedimentary.  With your child, place one 

word on each page of a booklet  - make your own or use a small spiral bound assignment notebook.  Your child could use 

the words as the focus of the photo-journalism project mentioned above – using photos to illustrate the words, and adding 

sentences describing what they learned in their travels. 

Teach your child to cook!  Visit farmers' markets and encourage your child to learn about the produce available locally 

(spell it and photograph it, too!).   Sneak in a geography lesson as you ask your child to find out why the vegetables and 

fruits that grow here might not grow well in other parts of the country.  Ask your child to find recipes using the fruits and 

vegetables available, plan the amounts, calculate how much to buy and how much it will cost.  Yes, you will need to         

supervise your child when he/she needs to chop foods or cook them, but many summer dishes require much less           

preparation than the foods we serve in the winter.  A salad dressing for a bountiful summer salad requires measuring and 

mixing and not much preparation otherwise.  While you're making that dressing, maybe introduce a little science            

vocabulary (mixture, suspension, emulsion) 

Puzzles:  Not every day can offer the opportunity for outdoor fun.  For those steamy-hot summer afternoons when       

everyone just wants to stay inside and stay cool, have a variety of puzzles available.  If you have room in an out-of-the-way 

corner, set up a jigsaw puzzle table.  Find a big puzzle that will take several days and leave it there for your child (or you!) 

to work on occasionally.  Better yet, select one of your child's best photos and have it made into a jigsaw puzzle at a        

photo-processing facility (local drugstores, internet businesses).  What motivation!  Why not introduce your child to    

crossword puzzles or SUDOKU?  This could develop into a hobby that lasts throughout life and definitely provides a good 

mental workout. 

Camp Home:  Lots of kids go to camp in the summer, but not everyone can afford camp and not every child wants to go 

to camp.  That doesn't mean your child can't have some of the great experiences that he/she might enjoy at camp.  Set up a 

camp schedule and incorporate some of the traditional camp activities into your child's week.  Buy some inexpensive beads 

and invite friends over to make friendship bracelets.  Ask the neighborhood kids over to tie-dye tee shirts (with everyone 

bringing his/her own plain white shirt).   Have an evening talent show.  Let the kids work on presenting various talents, 

then have the parents over on a weekend evening to watch the talent show.  And, of course, finish off Camp Home with a 

camp fire (or camp grill), roasting weenies and marshmallows.  Maybe make up a camp song for everyone to sing along!  It 

will be the best summer ever for your children and for the neighbors' kids, all for a negligible cost. 

Summer should be a time for your child to be a child, to have fun, and to explore and expand his/her interests.  Have fun, 

and we'll see you in August! 
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Message from the Health Clinic 

Ms. Franzen 

 
 
Health Office End of Year 
 

TDAP for Middle School  
All students must have a Tdap prior to entering Middle School. If your student gets the 
Tdap prior to the end of the 2017-18 school year, please bring it to the Health office and 
it will be entered in the student record to foster a smooth transition.  
 
PICK UP DATES for MEDICATION in the HEALTH OFFICE: 
 
 
Please plan to pick up any Prescription or Over the Counter medication from the Health 
Office on the following dates: 
 
 
June 14  8am---3pm 
June 15  8am—3pm 
 
 
 
Any medication left in the Health Office after those dates will be destroyed as per the 
regulations of LCPS.  
 
 
 
Parent or guardian must pick up and transport all medications from the Health Office. 
Students are not allowed to transport medication to or from the school per LCPS policy. 
 
 
 
Q.   Why do I need a new medication form each year for my child's prescription medica-
tion? 
 A.   An annually up-dated medication authorization form is required by state law and recom-
mended by the American Academy of Pediatrics.  Also, many students "graduate" to a different 
school the following year.  An up-dated form ensures that the school has the most current dos-
age information which ensures that the prescription meets the child's needs based on age and 
weight. 
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LCPS APP 

Download Now 
The official Loudoun County Public Schools app gives you a personalized window into what is   

happening at the district and schools. Get the news and information that you care about and get     

involved. 


